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Art Unit: 3663 

DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 25-29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Cabrera et al. 

Figure 8 of Cabrera et al discloses an optical component tray comprising: a 
plurality of cavities ( the spaces occupied by elements 870 and 871 ); an area ( the 
space for element 867 ) for winding optical fiber; and at least one optical fiber guide 
groove ( the channels connecting elements 861 and 862 to the winding tray 867 ) 
extending between said area and each of the plurality of cavities. 

The structure above reads on claim 25. 

Claim 26 reads on the structure defined by elements 850, 851 and 852. 
Claim 27 is taught by element 867. 
Column 5, line 12 teaches claim 28. 

Claim 29 reads on the complex passages in the drawing of figure 8. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
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The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 30-36 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Cabrera et al. 

The difference between the housing shown by figure 8 of Cabrera et al and the 
subject matter of claims 30-36 is that the structure that defines the fiber grooves, 
cavities, alternating openings, and partially hollow tubes shown in the drawing be made 
from an elastomeric distendable material. 

Official notice is taken that it was common knowledge at the time of the present 
application to construct housings for optical components from moldable plastics. 

The use of moldable plastics for the construction of the housing disclosed by 
figure 8 of Cabrera et al would have produced the subject matter of claims 30-36. 

Claims 1-24 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the 
base claim and any intervening claims. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication should be directed to Mark Hellner at 
telephone number 571 272 6981 . 



Mark Hellner 
Primary Examiner 



